Letter from Emir Feisal (later King of Iraq) to an American Zionist

Letter from Emir Feisal (later King of Irag) to Felix Frankfurter (member of the American Zionist
delegation to the Peace Conference and legal advisor to Chaim Weizmann) expressing sympathy with the
Zionist movement and support for its proposals at the Peace Conference, March 1, 1919.

Arab response to the Balfour Declaration was not unanimous. Feisal, son of the Sherif of Mecca welcomed
the Jews as returning exiles and signed a letter of mutual friendship with Chaim Weizmann, the Zionist
leader, in Agaba in May 1918. Feisal went on to conclude an agreement with Weizmann in January 1919
in which he renounced any claim to Eretz-Israel although on condition that the British establish an

independent Arab State.

The above letter was written in response to a request by Felix Frankfurter for a clarification on Feisal's
position after contradictory statements on Zionism had been made by the Arab leader. A central section of
the letter reads: "We are working together for a reformed and revived Near East, and our two movements
complement one another. The Jewish movement is national and not imperialist ... and there is room in

Syriafor us both.”
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