Howthe AgeedahMustbe Established

Islamwasrevealedo be amercyto all of mankind,andits message&asindeedaddressetb all of
mankind,Muslim andnon-muslim Consequentlyvhenwe discusghe establishmenof the Islamic
ageedaht hasto bedonein light of this fact.

Usingan ayahof the Qurarmay work on a Muslim buthasno authoritywith the non-Muslim.Before
addressinghis topic the definitionof the word ageedaheeddo be stated

Aqueeda-Whatthe hearis knotted on ortied to, afterthe mind has becomeconvinced.Thisageedah
has
tobedecisiveandbasedn evidences,

Also the menaingof imanis a decisivebeliefreachedhroughevidences

Fromthe first two definitionsit becomeslearthat the mindis an importantfeatureat arriving atthe
ageedahAs a matteroffactit is the onlyway sanctionedly Islamtowardsreachingor arriving atthe
ageedahBefore discussinghisfhrtherlet us lookatwaysin whichpeoplein generabrrive atbeliefor
ageedah.

Imitation

Imitationin beliefis acommonpractiseamongpeople.Usually childrenassumehe beliefof their
parents

withoutanyquestioningof the beliefby itself. Thisis aninvalid methodsincethe beliefis taken
regardless

of its correctness.

So, we find manypeopleworshippingcows,rocksor menonly becausg¢heirparentsdid so!
Emotion

Arriving atbeliefthroughthe emotionsaloneis invalid. As a matterof factmankindstartedstarted
worshippingidolsbecausedheywereledby their emotionsThe emotionsatall times shouldbe ledby
their mind andchaogesultsif emotionsare left unchecked,.

Reaction

Reactionaryeliefis also invalid. We find for examplesomeAfrican Americamsadoptingeither
egyptology,ancestomworship asa reactionto the “white man’, enslavementejectingchristianity,which
is portrayedsa religionwherethe saviouthasa blondehair andblue eyes.

Sowhenthey carrybelief, they went far, sayingthat God is black, white manis devil whichis

completely
absurd!

Consequentlythe correctway to arrive at beliefis throughthe mind andemotions(fitrah). Thejuran
addressethis in manyayah. Forexample...

“And of his signsis the creationof the heavensandthe earthandthe differenceof your languagesand
colours.Lo! Hereinindeedare signsfor menof knowledge.”~3U:22]

“Will theynotregardthe camels,howthey are created!Andthe heavenshowtheyareraised! And the
hills, how they aresetup! Andthe earthhowit is spread.[88:17-20]

We canquotemanyayahwhich call mankindto think, considerarid contemplatendponderover
creationin orderto arrive at properbelief. After the mindis convincedto the pointwherethereremains




no doubtwhichis in compliancewith fitrah(emotions)theheartautomaticallyknotsandclingsto this
decisiveunshakabléelieforageedah.

Whenwe saythatthemind isthetool usedto arrive atbelief, we do notmeanthat theprocessoneuses
hasto be as rigorousas a scientist,analysingthe makeupof theatom orthe cell, to arriveat the

ageedah.
Rather,we meanthatfromsimlple exercisedn rationalthinking, onecanundoubtedlyeachthis

conclusionLet uslook atsome occurrencesn history wherethis wasapplied.

Prophetlbrahimhada debatewith aruler regardingthe creatorofthe heavensaindthe earth.

Jbrahim(as)

saidthat hisLord gavelife andcausedeath.Therulerin responsé¢old hisministersto bring to menin
fromt of him. He gaveanorderto kill oneandallowedthe otherto live, andthendeclared,| also give
life andcausedeath.’Our fatherlbrahimthenaddressetimwith the following challenge;My Lord

causeghe sunto rise fromthe East.Canyou makeit rise fromthe West?."Therulerwasofcourseleft
speechlesandembarrassed.(Thisasmentionedn al-Bagarah:259)

Umarbin Al-Khattab, thesecondKalifah of Islam(ra),was seercrying andthe laughing.He was asked
why did he do so, to which hereplied,'We usedto makeour godsout of dates,andwhenwe became
hungryweusedto eatthem,that is why | amlaughing.’

Abu Haneefaha foremosscholarin the historyof Islam,had adebatewith anathiestregardingthe
Creator.On the day ofthe debateAbu Haneefalsenthis studentso the placeof the debateto wait with
the athiestfor his arrrival. Abu Haneefaharrived purposefullylate andwas askedy the no irate atheist

as
to histardiness. AbuHaneefaltold him, thaton hiswayto thedebate hereachedariver, andthere

were
no boatsno peoplepresentHe waited for while only to seea treefall andimmediatelycarveitselfinto

a
boat.Theboatthencameto the river bankandsummonedhim to getin. He did soandthe boattook
him

to the otherside of theriver.

Theextremelyirritated athiestreplied that thiswasabsolutelyunbelievableAbu Haneefalthenretorted
thatif this wasunbelievablehowthencanonesaythat the sun,moonandtheuniversewvascreatedn
the samefashion.Thedebatewasover.

Consequentlythe tool usedto reactbeliefor the ageedamustbe the mind andthe evidencesusedto
ascertairthis beliefmustbe decisive. This methods calledthe rational method.This is the only method
that shouldbeusedto arrive atbelief

RationalMethod

Somepeoplebelievethattherationalmethodid veryrigid andphilisophic,andotherbelieveit to be
blasphemyto evensuggesusingthis methodto arrive atbelief As we mentionedefore, the Quran
pusheausto pondeuponthe earthcamel, sea,starsthe developmentf the foetusin the womb and
manyothersituationsto reacha certainconclusion.

Whenwe studytherain for examplewe fmd that the rain follows a definiterule or law, that canbe

called
evaporatioror condenstationThisis awell mechanisegrocesswhereeverystepis systematiand

cannobe changedWhernthe rain existsas a liquid (water),its chemicalmakeupis H20 or two atoms

of
hydrogenandoneatomof oxygen.During the evaporatiomprocessvherethe form oftherain water

changego avaporor gas,its chemicalmakeupremainghe same.Oxygenandhydrogerexists
abundandtlyin the atmosphereyutthis doesnot affectthe evaporisatioprocesst all.

Therearesomescientistsvho claim that thingsin the universehappernrandomlyandhaphazardly,
without anysystem.If this wereso,thentherewould be at leastoneor moretimeswhen oneof these




hydrogeror oxygenatomswould collidewith the vaporform of waterto changeor alterthe
evaporation

processAs far aswe know the evaporatiorandcondensatioproces®ccursoverandoveragain,
accordingto the sameprocesswithout interferencelt is ratherirrational to call suchaprocessa
random

haphazargrocessThatis becausdt is well knownthatanytwo hydrogeratomsandoneoxygenatom,
doesnotmakewater.Therehasto be a specific systemor processhatcausesheseelementgo combine
to makewater. Weinevitably haveto deducethat this andmanyotherprocesseandsystemgpresenin
the universeareall beingcontrolledby a powerandforve with the ability andmightto run andcontrol
themall atonce.

Whenwe look atthe humanbeing,we find that the humarbeingsleepsanddies,buttheseuniversal
systemgun perpetually soit cannotbe saidthat ahumanis in control ofthe systemsofthe universe.
Nor canit besaidof ananima,albeit,it cannotbe said of anythingwithin theuniverse.We thenreach
the

conclusionthatthis force or poweror mightthat runsthe universein this systematiavay is the Lord,
Master, Creator,Originator, Organiseof theunivers,Allah the Glorified, the Exalted.

Wejust employedhe rationalmethodto reachthis Ultimate Conclusion. We appliedour sensego a
subjectmatter(rain)transferredt to thebrain, andthenlinked this subjectmatterto previous
information

thatwe hadaboutrain(evaporationgondensatioghemicalmakeupstc..)andfmally connectedhis
informationto otherrelatedinformation(systemsouldnotbe createdr contorlledby anythingwithin
creation),to reachour Ultimate Conclusion.(Allah alonecontrolsthe universe.lSowe seethat thisis
not

aphilosophicaprocesssincephilosophyincorporateshypotheticalguessesliusionarythinking and
logic.

Yes logic! Logic is aninvalid way of thinking vis avis, reachingthe Ultimate Conclusion.

Logic

Whatismeantby logic hereis theacientGreekway of thinking which influencedmanyMuslims such
as

the ‘Mu'atiazilah'. It is aninvalid type of thinking regardingthe Ultimate Conclusiorbecausdt usually
resultsin deceivingor misleadingandcontradictingonclusions,;The procesf logic is to statean
introductorypremise thento build stepsor pointstowardsreachinga conclusion.Thedangerin this
type

ofthinking is thatif the premisds incorrector if anyofthe intermediatestepsare incorrect,the
conclusionmay be correct,andtherearetimeswhenthe premiseor stepis correctandtheresultis
incorrect.Hence, the conclusiommay be deceivingor misleading.An exampleof logicalprocesss to
say,

ab)I/ackboards madeofwood,wood buns,thereforeall blackboarddum. Also, logic is controllecby
formulasandtechniquesinddoesnotcareabouthe information, aslong as the techniquesind
sequencegegardles®f whetheror nottheinformationis correct. However,we canseeinstancesvhere
logic canleadto contradictoryresults.Considethe followingexamples:

Sowe find that usinglogic canleadto two contradictoryresults.Regardinghe Ultimate Conclusion,
the

Christiansfor exampleyusedlogic to arriveat a very erroneousanddangerousonclusionThey
claimed

that God’simageis that of aman.Thenafterawhile they commissionednartistto paintthe likenessof

GodandHis representatiowasthat of ablondhaired, blue eyedwhiteman.(We seekefugein Allah
from evermakingthis type of error.)

Anotherfeatureof logic, isthatthereareno limits t the typesof conclusionghat canbe reachedvith
logic. As thepreviousexamplesiaveshown,thosewho uselogic haveanthropormorphized
(represented

in humancharacteristicsillah. Eventhe Muslimswho haveemployedogic havefallen prayto this

error.




We fmd that everto this day,someMuslims debatingonthe form orshape textureor quality of Allah’s
“hands”,“face”, “sitting”, “ascending”etc... TheseMuslims do notrecognisahatthinking aboutsuch
conceptslependsipontheability to sensdhe topic. Sincewe canonly sensevhatis within the limits
of

theuniverse andsinceAllah hastold usthat Hehasonly givenus a smallamountof information,then
thehumanmindis limited to the amountanddegreeof thingsthat it canthink about.

Thisdoesnot meanthat sinceAllah is outsideof this universe,thenwe cannotthink aboutAllah. As we
haveshownbefore,we are ableto arrive atthe Ultimate Conclusiorbasen the effectsof the aspect
of

Allah as the Creator the Organiserthe Originatorandthe Controllerof theUniverse Wedo no initiate
a

discussiorabouttheessencef the Creator. Any discussioraboutthe essenc®f the Creator,is an
exercisein futility.

Consequenthpnly the rationalmethodcanleadto the Ultimate Conclusion,n away that leavesone
with

decisivecertaintyandthatis in accordanceith man’snature. And consequentlfilling the heartwith
tranquility.




