
HowtheAqeedahMustbeEstablished

Islamwasrevealedto be amercyto all of mankind,andits messagewas indeedaddressedto all of
mankind,Muslim andnon-muslim.Consequentlywhenwediscusstheestablishmentof the Islamic
aqeedahit hasto bedonein light of this fact.

Usingan ayahof theQuranmay work on a Muslim buthasno authoritywith thenon-Muslim.Before
addressingthis topic thedefinitionof thewordaqeedahneedsto bestated

Aqueeda-Whattheheartis knottedon or tied to, after themindhasbecomeconvinced.Thisaqeedah
has
tobedecisiveandbasedon evidences,

Also themenaingof iman is a decisivebeliefreachedthroughevidences

Fromthe first two definitionsit becomesclearthat themind is an importantfeatureat arrivingatthe
aqeedah.As a matteroffactit is theonlyway sanctionedby Islamtowardsreachingor arrivingatthe
aqeedah.Before discussingthisfhrther let us lookatwaysin whichpeoplein generalarriveatbeliefor
aqeedah. ‘.—~.

Imitation

Imitation in beliefis a commonpractiseamongpeople.Usuallychildrenassumethebeliefof their
parents
withoutanyquestioningof thebeliefby itself. This is aninvalidmethodsincethebeliefis taken
regardless
of its correctness.

So,we find manypeopleworshippingcows,rocksormenonly becausetheirparentsdid so!

Emotion

Arriving atbeliefthroughtheemotionsaloneis invalid. As a matterof factmankindstartedstarted
worshippingidolsbecausetheywereledby their emotions.Theemotionsatall timesshouldbe ledby
their mindandchaosresultsif emotionsare left unchecked,.

Reaction

Reactionarybeliefis also invalid. We find for examplesomeAfrican Americamsadoptingeither
egyptology,ancestorworship asa reactionto the “white man’, enslavement,rejectingchristianity,which
is portrayedasa religionwherethesaviourhasa blondehairandblueeyes.

Sowhentheycarrybelief, theywent far, sayingthat God is black,white manis devil which is
completely
absurd!

Consequently,thecorrectway to arriveat beliefis throughthemindandemotions(fitrah).Thequran
addressedthis in manyayah.Forexample...

“And of hissignsis thecreationof theheavensandtheearthandthedifferenceof your languagesand
colours.Lo! Hereinindeedare signsfor menof knowledge.”~3U:22]

“Will theynotregardthecamels,howthey are created!Andtheheavens,howtheyareraised!And the
hills, how theyaresetup! Andtheearthhowit is spread.![88:17-20]

We canquotemanyayahwhich call mankindto think, considerarid contemplateandponderover
creationin orderto arriveat properbelief. After the mind is convincedto thepointwherethereremains



no doubtwhich is in compliancewith fitrah(emotions),theheartautomaticallyknotsandclingsto this
decisiveunshakablebelieforaqeedah.

Whenwe saythat themind isthetool usedto arriveatbelief,wedo notmeanthat theprocessoneuses
hasto beas rigorousas a scientist,analysingthemakeupof theatom orthecell, to arriveat the
aqeedah.
Rather,wemeanthat fromsimlpleexercisesin rationalthinking,onecanundoubtedlyreachthis
conclusion.Let uslook atsomeoccurrencesinhistory wherethis wasapplied.

ProphetIbrahimhada debatewith aruler regardingthe creatoroftheheavensandtheearth.
Jbrahim(as)
saidthat hisLord gavelife andcauseddeath.Theruler in responsetold hisministersto bring to menin
fromt of him. Hegaveanorderto kill oneandallowedthe otherto live, andthendeclared,‘I also give
life andcausedeath.’Our fatherIbrahimthenaddressedhimwith the following challenge,‘My Lord
causesthesunto risefromtheEast.Canyou makeit risefromtheWest?.’Therulerwasofcourseleft
speechlessandembarrassed.(Thiswasmentionedin al-Baqarah:259)

Umarbin Al-Khattab, thesecondKalifah of Islam(ra),was seencryingandthelaughing.Hewasasked
why did he do so, to which hereplied,‘We usedto makeour godsoutof dates,andwhenwebecame
hungryweusedto eatthem,that is why I amlaughing.’

Abu Haneefah,a foremostscholarin thehistoryof Islam,hadadebatewith anathiestregardingthe
Creator.On thedayofthedebateAbu Haneefahsenthisstudentsto theplaceof the debateto wait with
theathiestfor hisarrrival. Abu Haneefaharrivedpurposefullylateandwasaskedby theno irate atheist
as
to his tardiness.AbuHaneefahtold him, that on hiswayto thedebate,hereacheda river, andthere
were
no boatsno peoplepresent.Hewaitedforwhile only to seea treefall andimmediatelycarveitself into
a
boat.Theboatthencameto theriver bankandsummonedhim to get in. Hedid soandtheboattook
him
to theothersideof theriver.

Theextremelyirritatedathiestrepliedthat thiswasabsolutelyunbelievable.Abu Haneefahthenretorted
that if this wasunbelievable,howthencanonesaythat thesun,moonandtheuniversewascreatedin
thesamefashion.Thedebatewasover.

Consequently,thetool usedto reachbeliefor theaqeedahmustbethemindandtheevidencesusedto
ascertainthisbeliefmustbedecisive.Thismethodis calledtherationalmethod.This is theonly method
that shouldbeusedto arriveatbelief

RationalMethod

Somepeoplebelievethat therationalmethodid veryrigid andphilisophic,andotherbelieveit to be
blasphemyto evensuggestusingthis methodto arrive atbelief As wementionedbefore, theQuran
pushesusto ponderupontheearth,camel, sea,stars,thedevelopmentof the foetusin thewomband
manyothersituationsto reacha certainconclusion.

Whenwe studytherain for examplewe fmd that therain follows a definiteruleor law, that canbe
called
evaporationor condenstation.This is a well mechanisedprocess,whereeverystepis systematicand
cannotbe changed.Whentherainexistsas a liquid (water),its chemicalmakeupis H20 or two atoms
of
hydrogenandoneatomof oxygen.During theevaporationprocesswherethe form oftherainwater
changesto avaporor gas,its chemicalmakeupremainsthesame.Oxygenandhydrogenexists
abundandtlyin the atmosphere,butthis doesnot affecttheevaporisationprocessat all.

Therearesomescientistswho claim that thingsin theuniversehappenrandomlyandhaphazardly,
without anysystem.If this wereso,thentherewould beat leastoneor moretimeswhenoneof these



hydrogenor oxygenatomswould collidewith thevaporform of waterto changeor alterthe
evaporation
process.As far asweknow theevaporationandcondensationprocessoccursoverandoveragain,
accordingto thesameprocess,without interference.It is ratherirrational to call suchaprocessa
random
haphazardprocess.That is becauseit is well knownthat anytwo hydrogenatomsandoneoxygenatom,
doesnotmakewater.Therehas to bea specific systemor processthatcausestheseelementsto combine
to makewater.Weinevitablyhaveto deducethat this andmanyotherprocessesandsystemspresentin
theuniverseareall beingcontrolledby a powerandforve with theability andmightto run andcontrol
themall at once.

Whenwelook atthehumanbeing,we find that the humanbeingsleepsanddies,but theseuniversal
systemsrun perpetually,soit cannotbesaidthat ahumanis in control ofthesystemsoftheuniverse.
Nor canit besaidof ananima,albeit,it cannotbesaidof anythingwithin theuniverse.We thenreach
the
conclusionthatthis forceor poweror mightthat runstheuniversein this systematicway is theLord,
Master,Creator,Originator,Organiserof theunivers,Allah theGlorified, theExalted.

Wejust employedtherationalmethodto reachthis Ultimate Conclusion.Weappliedour sensesto a
subjectmatter(rain),transferredit to thebrain, andthenlinked this subjectmatterto previous
information
thatwe hadaboutrain(evaporation,condensationchemicalmakeupsetc..)andfmally connectedthis
informationto otherrelatedinformation(systemscouldnotbecreatedor contorlledby anythingwithin
creation),to reachour Ultimate Conclusion.(Allah alonecontrolstheuniverse.)Soweseethat this is
not
a philosophicalprocesssincephilosophyincorporateshypotheticalguessesillusionarythinking and
logic.
Yes logic! Logic is aninvalid wayof thinking vis avis, reachingthe Ultimate Conclusion.

Logic

What ismeantby logic here is theacientGreekwayof thinking which influencedmanyMuslims such
as
the ‘Mu’atiazilah’. It is aninvalid typeof thinking regardingtheUltimate Conclusionbecauseit usually
resultsindeceivingormisleadingandcontradictingconclusions,Theprocessof logic is to statean
introductorypremise,thento build stepsor pointstowardsreachinga conclusion.Thedangerin this
type
ofthinking is that if thepremiseis incorrector if anyofthe intermediatestepsare incorrect,the
conclusionmaybe correct,andtherearetimeswhenthepremiseor stepis correctandtheresultis

• incorrect.Hence,theconclusionmaybedeceivingormisleading.An exampleof logicalprocessis to
say,
ablackboardis madeofwood,woodbuns,thereforeall blackboardsbum.Also, logic is controlledby
formulasandtechniquesanddoesnotcareaboutthe information,aslongas thetechniquesand
sequences,regardlessof whetheror not the informationis correct.However,wecanseeinstanceswhere
logic canleadto contradictoryresults.Considerthe followingexamples:

Sowe find that usinglogic canleadto two contradictoryresults.RegardingtheUltimate Conclusion,
the
Christiansfor example,usedlogic to arriveat a veryerroneousanddangerousconclusion.They
claimed
thatGod’s imageis thatof aman.Thenaftera while theycommissionedanartistto paintthe likenessof
GodandHis representationwasthatof ablondhaired,blue eyedwhiteman.(We seekrefugein Allah
from evermakingthis typeof error.)

Anotherfeatureof logic, isthat thereareno limits t the typesof conclusionsthatcanbereachedwith
logic. As thepreviousexampleshaveshown,thosewho uselogic haveanthropormorphized
(represented
in humancharacteristics)Allah. EventheMuslimswho haveemployedlogic havefallenprayto this
error.
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We fmd that evento this day,someMuslims debatingonthe form orshape,textureor qualityof Allah’s
“hands”,“face”, “sitting”, “ascending”etc...TheseMuslims do notrecognisethatthinking aboutsuch
conceptsdependsupontheability to sensethe topic. Sincewecanonly sensewhatis within the limits
of
theuniverse,andsinceAllah hastold us that Hehasonly givenus a smallamountof information,then
thehumanmind is limited to the amountanddegreeof thingsthat it canthink about.

Thisdoesnot meanthat sinceAllah is outsideof this universe,thenwecannotthink aboutAllah.As we
haveshownbefore,weare ableto arrive attheUltimate Conclusionbasedon theeffectsof theaspect
of
Allah as theCreator,theOrganiser,theOriginatorandtheControllerof theUniverse.Wedo no initiate
a
discussionabouttheessenceof the Creator.Any discussionabouttheessenceof theCreator,is an
exercisein futility.

Consequentlyonly therationalmethodcanleadto theUltimateConclusion,in a way that leavesone
with
decisivecertaintyandthat is in accordancewith man’snature.And consequentlyfilling theheartwith
tranquility.

.


