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The Meaningof Wajib
Date: Sat, 15 Apr 1995 06:18:11EDT

In the nameof Allah, Most GraciousMostMerciful. All praiseisdueto Allah, the Lord of the
Universe.Peaceandblessing$e uponThe FinalProphetandLeaderofthe God-fearing,
Muhammadandupon hisvirtuous Householdhis righteousCaliphsandnoblecompanions,
his heirs from amongthe practisingscholarsanduponall who follow themin goodnesaupto
the Day of Judgement.

Assalamu‘alaykum

>Butthe obligarionto recite surahal-Fatihahin salah,

>orto performsalatal-witr . are on the otherhandclassifiedunder
>wajib, asthey arebothestablishedh the authority of hadithwhose
>authenticityis not completelyfree of doubt.

Someclarificationis in orderhere.lt is notstrictly truethatawajib is basedn ahadithwhose
authenticityis doubtful. In fact, aweakhadith cannot,generally beusedin legislationof rulings
(aHkaam).Whatis moreaccuratds to saythata Wajib, in the Hanafischool,is anobligation
which is almostFard,exceptthat thereissome (marginofuncertainty, whichmay occurin the
S form ofcounter-evidenceayhich suggestsion-obligatorynatureof the deed) andthe scholars J'. o
havethereforerefrainedfrom pronouncinga decisiveverdict of “fard” onit. Neverthelesspr C 1Ll:"‘-'
purposesof action,awajib is treatedike a fard,inthat it shouldnotbedeliberatelydiscarded, _t Y s
andit mustbe madeupif it wasmissedor somereasonForthisreason,wajib’ of the Hanafi m}w (' =
schoolis alsoknownas “fard ‘amali” (i.e. an‘actionfard’) asopposedo fard i'tigadi (‘belief || lr’
fard’), the normalfard, which oneis requirednhot only to actupon,butalsoto believewith full L\}‘ﬂ‘
certaintyandconvictionthatit is withoutdoubta duty.

"'.,.3:.#\'{

I will illustratethe meaningof the Hanafi termwajib by referenceto the2 example<ited
above.

I. Witr tt~t..& c—cC
Thereisno dearthof authenticahadithabouthe Witr prayer,the factthat theProphet{may
Allah blesshim andgranthim peaceperformedit himselfon aregularbasis,andthat he
encouragedthersto observet. Thereis evidencendicatingthat the Witr prayeris obligatory,
e.g. thevariousnarrationsf the hadith:*Witr is abinding obligation,andsowhoeverdoesnot
performwitr is notoneofus.” Hafiz Zayla'ihasrecordedheseahadithwith their sourcesjn
“Nasbal-Rayah”.However, Imam Abu Hanifahrefrainedfrom pronouncingwitr asfard,due
to the existenceof counter-evidences.g. the hadithreportedby Bukhariandothers aboutthe
Bedouinnvho askedhe Prophetaboutthe5 pillars of Islam.Whenthe Prophettold him about
theb5 daily prayersheasked,is thereanythingin additionto this?’ andthe Prophesaid, ‘No,
unlessyou wishto do somethingpptional.’ Yet, the Witr is certainlynotanordinary sunnah
either,becaus®f the warningsto thosewho abandorit, andbecaus®fthe Prophet’'sregular
observancefit - the Witr prayerandthe 2 sunnahofFajr areprayerswhich he never
abandonedevenonajourney. Thus,witr is wajib accordingto Imam Abu Hanifah.

Incidentally,witr is also considere@neof themostimportantnon-fardprayersby the other
schoolsandit canbemadeup laterif it wasmissedior somereason.It hasbeenreported

that Imam Ahmadibn Hanbakaidthatif a persorwho usedto beregularin performingwitr
gives it up, heloseshis respectabilityandcredibility, so thathis testimonywill notbeaccepted
in anlIslamiccourt. Imamal-Shafi'i wasaskedaboutwitr, andhesaidit is sunnahputthat he
will notpermitanyoneto leave it off.

2. Recitationof the Fatihah

Again, thereareabundantuthenticahaditraboutrecitationof the Fatihah suchasthat
extractedoy Bukhariandothers,“There is no prayerfor the onewho did notrecitethe




Openingofthe Book(i.e. the Fatihah)”.Basedontheseahadiththe 3 Imams(Malik,

al-Shafti andAhmad) saidthatthe Fatihahis afard, andthe prayeris invalidatedif it is
omitteddeliberately The Hanafiview is thatis wajib ratherthanfard,andtheirreasonings as
follows:

Thefirst primarysourceof legislationis theNoble Qur'an, andin it Allah says(“Recitewhatis
easyfor youof theQur'an”). Theapplicability of this verseto salahis confirmedby the hadith,
reportedby Bukhariandothers of the manwho wasperforminghis salahbadly,andwastold
repeatedhypy the Propheto repeatt. Finally, theProphettaughthim how to pray,andpartof
Bukhari’s narrationsays,‘idha qumtailaS-Salaatfa-kabbir,thummagra’ mantayassara
ma’akamm al-qu?aan”(Whenyou standup for prayer,pronouncerakbir, thenrecite
whatevelis easyfor you out of (thoseportionsof) the Qur'anwhich you havememorized.”

Thebasishereis still the verse of the Qur'anmentionedabove(it is in Surahal~MuzzammiD.
Now, oneof the principlesof theHanafischoolis that a verseof the Qur'ancannobe
abrogatedcancelledpy a singularlaaHaadhadith;somethindegislatedin the Qur'ancan
only bemodified by mass-narrate(mutawatir)badithwhichleaveno roomfor uncertainty.
However,in this casethe hadithaboutrecitingthe fatihahhavebeenclaimedtobe atthe level
ofmutawatir. (Seeal-Kittani’s “Nazm al-Mutanathifh al-Hadithal~Mutawatirfor example.)

TheHanafiresponsés that evenif the ahadithare mutawatir,theyarestill notabsolutely
definitive andconclusive pbecauseahey do notnecessarilynearthat the Fatihahis Fard.The
hadithquotedearlier, for example could mean‘the prayerofthe onewho did notrecitethe
Fatihahis deficientandlacking.” Thisis acceptablérabic diction, andin the samdight do we
interpretthehadith“The fornicatoris nota believerwhile hefornicates”,i.e. hisfaith is not
perfect,notthat heis akafir, for by consensufie entersHeaveneventually,evenf hediesin
theveryactof fornication,providedhe maintainghe correctdoctrine.Anotherexample,
which serveso illustratestheissueisthatwhich hasbeernreportecabouttheProphetthat he
said,“Thereis no wudufor theonewho did notmentionthe nameofAllah overit”. Again,the
majorityof scholarshaveagreedhatthe “Bismillah” atthestart of wuduis sunnatratherthan
farD.

[NOTE: Generally,if a hadithis mutawatir,it is notpermissibleto deparfrom the
primary/literalmeaningof the words.However, in this instance suchintepretations madein
thelight of conflict withanothemutawatirevidence namelythe verse of theQur'analready
cited.]

In fact, someHanafischolarshaveevenventuredo saythat theFatihahis wajib not because
ofthe abadithalone(for asmentionedalready they do notsuffice to establista fard in this
case)rather,it is wajib becauseof theProphet'spersistenandcontinuouspracticeof never

omitting it in a prayer,so thatit would verylikely be consideredvajib evenin the absencef
the hadith“Thereis noprayerfor the onewho doesnotrecitethe Fatibah”.

Forreferencewemay mentionthatthe wajib constituentof the salahareatleast12 in
number:

1. Recitationof the Fatibahin everyrak’ahof everyprayer(this isthe saferposition, arrivedat
by latter Hanafischolars,andisin accordanc&ith the other3 schools,althoughimam Abu
Hanifahhimself,as well ashistwo CompaniongAbu YusufandMuhammadbn al-Hasan),
consideredecitationin the lasttwo rak’ahs of the Fardprayerto be only sunnah.
Neverthelesspur exampleis the Prophetandtherds no reportof thePropheteverhaving
left outthe Fatihahin anyrak’ah, andthereforewe shouldfollow this,especiallysincethereis
arisk of the prayemecomingvoidif the Fatihahis notrecited, whereaghereis no harm(and

in factit is preferablelevenaccordingto Imam Abu Hanifah,if thefatihahis recitedevenin the
last? rak’ahs ofthe fard prayer.)

2. Recitationof anadditionalportionofthe Qur'anin everyrak’ah ofeveryprayer, exceptfor
thelasttwo rak’ahsofthe fardprayers.

3. Standingup fromruku’. Thisis a point oftenneglectedy people.

4. Sitting calmlybetweerthe 2 sajdah(prostrations)as opposedo rushingthe sitting in a

maimerreminiscenpf apeckingrooster.
I Sitting (fortashahhudaftertwo rak’ahof a prayemwhichis morethan?2 rak’ah. (Thefinal




sitting is fard).

6. To perform the constituentsf the prayerin their correctsequenceThisrefersonly to
forgetfulnesssothat if a personforgotto makethe secondsajdahof thefirst rak’ah, and
rememberewvhile hewasperformingthesajdahof the secondak’ah, he canmakeup the
missedsajdah.Otherwiseto performthe actionsin orderwithin a singlerak’ahis fard.

7. To performall the constituent®f the Salahwith tranquility andcalmnessandnotto rush.
8.Torecitethetashahhudh thefinal sitting

9. To endtheprayerwith at leastone(verbal)Tasleem.

10. To recite Du’a Qunootin Witr.

11. To perform the additionaltakbeersin the Prayerofthe 2 Eids.

12. To recitealoudin thefirst 2 rak’ahsofthe theFajr, Maghrib and‘Isbaprayers,andto
recitesoftly in all othersThisis for theimam. As for theindividual worshipperijt is wajib for
him notto recitealoudin the Zuhrand ‘Asr prayers the lastrak’ah of the Maghrib prayer,
andthe last2 rak’ahsofthe ‘Ishaprayer.

13. To perform sujood-as-sawlProstrationof Forgetfulnessif any ofthe wajibs otherthan

#7 areomittedunintentionally.
14. Somehaveincludedamongthe wajibs: To pronouncdakbeeteforethe Du’a Qunootof

Witr.

Finally, we maypointoutthat unintentionabmissionof a wajib of salahdoesnot invalidatethe
prayer, accordingto the Hanafischool. However,it is wajibto compensat& by performing
sujood-as-sahwt the endof the prayer.If the sujoodas-sahws deliberatelyomitted,the
prayeris defectiveandthepersorpotentiallyliable to sin. Deliberateomissionof anywajib
has the sameeffectaccordingto oneof the positionsof the school. (i.e. the obligation(fard) of
theprayeris dischargedbutthe personis fasiq- liable to Divine accordingto oneof the
positionsof the school. (i.e. the obligation(fard) oftheprayeris dischargedyutthe personis
fasig- liable to Divine Punishment) Othershaveventuredhat deliberateomissionof awajib
invalidatestheprayer, andthis is alsothe view ofthe Hanbalis(yes,althoughl amno expert
on the Hanbalimadhhabmy understandings that they alsohavea conceptof wajib vs. fardin
salah.Certainly, the Shafi'is andHanbalis,in additionto the Hanafis (I don’tknow aboutthe
Malikis) makethe fardvs. wajib distinctionin Hajj, whereunintentionabmissionof a wajib

necessitatesacrificeofananimal.)

Thisarticlehasafreadyturnedoutto belongerthanl intended,sol will stop herewithout
touchingon the evidencesasto why omissionofawajib mayincurasin, or depriveoneof the
Intercessiorof theProphet(mayAllah blesshim andgranthim peace).

Everythingcorrectis from Allah. Any errorsarefrom myselfandSatan.

O Allah! Teachusthatwhich benefitais, andbenefitusby whatYou havetaughtus,0 Most
Merciful of the merciful!

And may Allah grantblessingsandpeacedo ourprophet,Muhammadandto all his
HouseholdandCompanions.




