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The Meaningof Wajib

Date:Sat, 15 Apr 1995 06:18:11EDT

In thenameof Allah, Most Gracious,MostMerciful. All praiseisdueto Allah, theLordof the
Universe.PeaceandblessingsbeuponThe FinalProphetandLeaderoftheGod-fearing,
Muhammad,anduponhisvirtuousHousehold,his righteousCaliphsandnoblecompanions,
hisheirs from amongthepractisingscholars,anduponall who follow themin goodnessupto
theDayofJudgement.

Assalamu‘alaykum

>But theobligarionto recitesurahal-Fatihahin salah,
>or to performsalatal-witr ... are on theotherhandclassifiedunder
>wajib, astheyarebothestablishedin theauthorityof hadithwhose
>authenticityis not completelyfreeof doubt.

Someclarificationis in orderhere.It is notstrictly truethatawajib is basedon ahadithwhose
authenticityis doubtful. In fact, a weakhadithcannot,generally,beusedin legislationof rulings
(aHkaam).Whatis moreaccurateis to saythata Wajib, in theHanafischool,is anobligation
which is almostFard,exceptthat thereissome(marginofuncertainty,whichmayoccurin the
form ofcounter-evidence,which suggestsnon-obligatorynatureof thedeed),andthescholars
havethereforerefrainedfrompronouncinga decisiveverdict of “fard” onit. Nevertheless,for
purposesof action,awajib is treatedlike a fard, in that it shouldnotbedeliberatelydiscarded,
andit mustbemadeupif it wasmissedfor somereason.Forthisreason,‘wajib’ of theHanafi
schoolis alsoknownas “fard ‘amali” (i.e. an‘action fard’) asopposedto fard i’tiqadi (‘belief
fard’), thenormalfard,which oneis requirednot only to actupon,butalsoto believewith full
certaintyandconvictionthat it is withoutdoubta duty.

I will illustratethemeaningof theHanafi termwajib by referenceto the2 examplescited
above.

tt~t
I. Witr

Thereisno dearthof authenticahadithabouttheWitr prayer,the factthat theProphet(may
Allah blesshim andgranthim peace)performedit himselfon a regularbasis,andthathe
encouragedothersto observeit. Thereis evidenceindicatingthat theWitr prayeris obligatory,
e.g. thevariousnarrationsof thehadith:“Witr is abinding obligation,andsowhoeverdoesnot
perform witr is notoneofus.” Hafiz Zayla’i hasrecordedtheseahadith,with their sources,in
“Nasbal-Rayah”.However, ImamAbu Hanifahrefrainedfrom pronouncingwitr asfard,due
to theexistenceof counter-evidence,e.g. thehadithreportedby Bukhariandothers,aboutthe
Bedouinwho askedtheProphetaboutthe5 pillars of Islam.WhentheProphettoldhim about
the5 daily prayers,heasked,‘is thereanythingin additionto this?’ andthe Prophetsaid, ‘No,
unlessyou wishto do somethingoptional.’Yet, theWitr is certainlynotanordinarysunnah
either,becauseof the warningsto thosewho abandonit, andbecauseoftheProphet’sregular
observanceof it - theWitr prayerandthe2 sunnahofFajr areprayerswhich henever
abandoned,evenonajourney. Thus,witr is wajib accordingto ImamAbu Hanifah.

Incidentally,witr is also consideredoneof themostimportantnon-fardprayersby theother
schools,and it canbemadeup laterif it wasmissedfor somereason.It hasbeenreported
that Imam Ahmadibn Hanbalsaidthat if a personwho usedto beregularin performingwitr
gives it up,heloseshis respectabilityandcredibility, so thathis testimonywill notbeaccepted
in anIslamiccourt. Imamal-Shafi’i wasaskedaboutwitr, andhesaidit is sunnah,butthat he
will notpermitanyoneto leave it off.

2. Recitationof the Fatihah

Again, thereareabundantauthenticahadithaboutrecitationof theFatihah,suchasthat
extractedby Bukhariandothers,“There is no prayerfor theonewho did notrecitethe
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Openingof theBook(i.e. theFatihah)”.Basedontheseahadith,the3 Imams(Malik,
al-Shaft’i andAhmad)saidthattheFatihahis a fard,andtheprayeris invalidatedif it is
omitteddeliberately.TheHanafiview is that is wajib ratherthanfard,andtheirreasoningis as
follows:

Thefirst primarysourceof legislationis theNobleQur’an, andin it Allah says,(“Recitewhatis
easyfor youof theQur’an”). Theapplicabilityof this verseto salahis confirmedby thehadith,
reportedby Bukhariandothers,of themanwho wasperforminghissalahbadly,andwastold
repeatedlyby theProphetto repeatit. Finally, theProphettaughthim how to pray,andpartof
Bukhari’s narrationsays,“idha qumtailaS-Salaatifa-kabbir,thummaqra’ mantayassara
ma’akamm al-qu?aan”(Whenyou standup for prayer,pronounceTakbir, thenrecite
whateveris easyfor you outof (thoseportionsof) theQur’anwhich you havememorized.”

Thebasishereis still theverseof theQur’anmentionedabove(it is in Surahal~MuzzammiD.
Now,oneof theprinciplesof theHanafischoolis that a verseof theQur’ancannotbe
abrogated(cancelled)by a singular(aaHaad)hadith;somethinglegislatedin theQur’ancan
only bemodifiedby mass-narrated(mutawatir)badithwhichleaveno roomfor uncertainty.
However,in this case,thehadithaboutrecitingthefatihahhavebeenclaimedtobe atthe level
ofmutawatir.(Seeal-Kittani’s “Nazm al-Mutanathirmm al-Hadithal~Mutawatir”for example.)

TheHanafi responseis thatevenif theahadithare mutawatir,theyarestill not absolutely5 definitive andconclusive,becausetheydo notnecessarilymeanthat theFatihahis Fard.The
hadithquotedearlier, for example,couldmean“the prayerofthe onewho did notrecitethe
Fatihahis deficientandlacking.’ This is acceptableArabic diction,andin thesamelight do we
interpretthehadith“The fornicatoris nota believerwhile hefornicates”,i.e. his faith is not
perfect,notthat heis a kafir, forby consensusheentersHeaveneventually,evenif hediesin
theveryactof fornication,providedhemaintainsthe correctdoctrine.Anotherexample,
which servesto illustratestheissueisthatwhich hasbeenreportedabouttheProphet,that he
said,“Thereis no wudufor theonewho did notmentionthenameofAllah overit”. Again,the
majorityof scholarshaveagreedthat the“Bismillah” at thestart of wuduis sunnahratherthan
farD.
[NOTE: Generally,if a hadithis mutawatir,it is notpermissibleto departfrom the
primary/literalmeaningsof thewords.However, in this instance,suchintepretationis madein
the light of conflict withanothermutawatirevidence,namelytheverseof theQur’analready
cited.]

In fact,someHanafischolarshaveevenventuredto saythat theFatihahis wajibnot because
of theabadithalone(for asmentionedalready,theydo notsuffice to establisha fard in this
case);rather,it is wajibbecauseof theProphet’spersistentandcontinuouspracticeof never
omitting it in a prayer,so that it would verylikely beconsideredwajib evenin theabsenceof
thehadith“Thereis noprayerfor theonewho doesnotrecitetheFatibah”.

Forreference,wemaymentionthatthewajib constituentsof thesalahareatleast12 in
number:
1. Recitationof theFatibahin everyrak’ahof everyprayer(this isthesaferposition,arrivedat
by latterHanafischolars,andisin accordancewith theother3 schools,althoughImamAbu
Hanifahhimself,as well ashis two Companions(Abu YusufandMuhammadibn al-Hasan),
consideredrecitationin the lasttwo rak’ahsof theFardprayerto beonly sunnah.
Nevertheless,our exampleis theProphet,andthereis no reportof thePropheteverhaving
left out theFatihahin anyrak’ah, andthereforeweshouldfollow this,especiallysincethereis
a risk of theprayerbecomingvoidif theFatihahis not recited,whereasthereis no harm(and
in factit is preferable)evenaccordingto ImamAbuHanifah,if thefatihahis recitedevenin the
last2 rak’ahsofthefard prayer.)
2. Recitationof anadditionalportionoftheQur’an in everyrak’ahofeveryprayer,exceptfor
thelasttwo rak’ahsofthe fardprayers.
3. Standingup fromruku’. This is a point oftenneglectedby people.
4. Sittingcalmlybetweenthe2 sajdah(prostrations),as opposedto rushingthesitting in a
maimerreminiscentof apeckingrooster.
I Sitting (fortashahhud)after two rak’ahof a prayerwhich is morethan2 rak’ah. (Thefinal



sitting is fard).
6. Toperform theconstituentsof theprayerin their correctsequence.Thisrefersonly to
forgetfulness,sothat if a personforgotto makethe secondsajdahof the first rak’ah, and
rememberedwhile hewasperformingthesajdahof the secondrak’ah,he canmakeup the
missedsajdah.Otherwise,to performtheactionsin orderwithin a singlerak’ahis fard.
7. To performall theconstituentsof theSalahwith tranquilityandcalmness,andnotto rush.
8.Torecitethe tashahhudin thefinal sitting
9. To endtheprayerwith at leastone(verbal)Tasleem.
10. To reciteDu’a Qunootin Witr.
11. To perform theadditionaltakbeersin the Prayersof the2 Eids.
12. To recitealoudin thefirst 2 rak’ahsofthetheFajr,Maghrib and‘Isbaprayers,andto
recitesoftly in all others.This is for theimam. As for the individual worshipper,it is wajib for
him notto recitealoudin the Zuhrand ‘Asr prayers,the lastrak’ah of theMaghribprayer,
andthelast2 rak’ahsofthe ‘Ishaprayer.
13. To perform sujood-as-sawb(Prostrationsof Forgetfulness)if anyofthewajibs otherthan
#7 areomittedunintentionally.
14. Somehaveincludedamongthewajibs: To pronouncetakbeerbeforetheDu’a Qunootof
Witr.

Finally, wemaypointout that unintentionalomissionof a wajib of salahdoesnot invalidatethe
prayer,accordingto theHanafi school. However,it is wajib to compensateit by performing
sujood-as-sahwat the endof theprayer.If thesujoodas-sahwis deliberatelyomitted,the
prayeris defectiveandthepersonpotentially liable to sin. Deliberateomissionof anywajib
has thesameeffectaccordingto oneof thepositionsof theschool.(i.e. the obligation(fard)of
theprayeris discharged,but thepersonis fasiq - liable to Divine accordingto oneof the
positionsof the school.(i.e. the obligation(fard) oftheprayeris discharged,butthepersonis
fasiq - liable to DivinePunishment).Othershaveventuredthatdeliberateomissionof awajib
invalidatestheprayer,andthis is alsotheview ofthe Hanbalis(yes,althoughI amno expert
on theHanbalimadhhab,my understandingis that theyalsohavea conceptof wajib vs. fardin
salah.Certainly,the Shafi’is andHanbalis,in additionto theHanafis,(I don’t know aboutthe
Malikis) makethefardvs. wajib distinctionin Hajj, whereunintentionalomissionof a wajib
necessitatessacrificeofananimal.)

Thisarticlehasafreadyturnedout to belongerthanI intended,soI will stopherewithout
touchingon theevidencesasto whyomissionofa wajib mayincura sin, or depriveoneof the
Intercessionof theProphet(mayAllah blesshim andgranthim peace).

Everythingcorrectis from Allah. Any errorsarefrom myselfandSatan.

0 Allah! Teachusthatwhich benefitsus, andbenefitusby whatYou havetaughtus,0 Most
Merciful of themerciful!

And mayAllah grantblessingsandpeaceto ourprophet,Muhammad,andto all his
HouseholdandCompanions.


