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Definition in Arabic language:

Ijma is the verbalnounof theArabic wordAjma,which has2 meanings:

to determine
to agreeuponsomething

TherearemanydifferenttypesofTjma inUsul al fiqh:

/ Ijma al Ummah

j Ijma al Mujtahideen

/ Ijma ahlul Bait
~ Ijma ahlul Madina/ IjmaalSahabah

Ijma al Ummah

In thepastandpresent,ScholarshavetakenIjma alUmmah alegislativesourceandit hasbeen
definedas:

Theagreementof theUmmahof Muhammed(SAW) on a matterat anytime,past,presentor future.

Theversemost frequentlyquotedto supportthis is in Surahal -Nisa: 115 [FMQ]

“And anyonewho splitsoff from the Messengeraftertheguidancehasbecomeclearto him andfollows
away otherthanthebelievers’,We shallleavehim in thepathhe haschosenandlandhim in hell,
Whatanevil refuge.”

Someof thescholarsobservethat ‘the wayof thebelievers’in this verserefersto their agreementand
the
waythat theyhavechosen,in otherwordstheir Ijma. Adherenceto the wayof thecommunityis thus
bindinganddeparturefrom it is forbidden.

Othershavestatedthatevenif theverseconstitutesanirrefutableproof,It doesnothavea conclusive
(QATAI) meaning.

Theversein factrefersto the~1 .Allah(SWT)andtheProphethoodof Muhammad SAW).
“Following apathotherthanthatof thebelievers,meansa an oningIslam.” Theayahwasrevealedon
~~siQflQL&Mith~Sfr~flam.

Thus theverseis not Generalandthusutilising thisDaleel for Ijma alUmmabis Invalid.

Theahadithwhich arequotedmostfrequentlyin supportof Ijmaal Ummahare:
I/ ‘My Ummahshallnot agreeon a Dalalah.’ {Ibn Maja}

/ ‘My UmmahshallneveragreeuponKhata’ (Mistake).
/ ‘Allah will not let myUmmahagreeuponDalalah(astray)’.{Ibn Maja)
f ‘I beseechedAllah Almighty not to bringmy Ummahto thepoint of agreeingonDalalahandHe
~ grantedmethis.’ {Ibn Maja}
‘A groupof my Ummahshallcontinueto remainontheright path.Theywill bethedominantforce
and will not beharmedby theoppositionof dissenters.’{Ibn Maja)



Debate

A sourceof legislativerulingshasto bebasedon definiteevidence(QataiDaleel).Theaboveahadith
are
conjecturalevidences(adilla thaniyaj.

Theseahadithcoverdifferenttopics,first ofwhich isthat theummahdoesnot agreeuponDalalah,
which~~7~Iürning backfrom Islam.In fact, ~ that theMuslim Ummah,asawhole,
~~treve~tt~SJfr.

If theaboveHadith aretakenasa sourceto justify thehonestyoftheUminahas a whole,th~~~dith
contradictotherHadith in which theM~en er SAW) criticisedfutur~j~LSns.

UmranibnuHaydhreportedtheMessenger(SAW) assaying,‘The bestofmy Ummahare thosewho
lived in my life-timethenthosewho lived afterthemandthosewho lived afterthem.Thenwill comea
timewhenpeoplewill fabricatestoriesor taleswithoutevidenceandwill cheatandnotbetrustworthy
nor befaithful andtheywill appearobese.’{reported in different formsfrom Bukhari andImam
Ahtned}

In anothersayingtheMessenger(SAW) said:‘Lying will becomeacommonpractice,thebelieverwill
becalledunbelieverandsomepeoplewill give falsetestimoniesandwill testifybeforebeingaskedand
somepeoplewill becomelike wolfs.’ {Tinnidhi, Ibn Maja, Ahmed}

Conclusion

All thesesayingscontradicttheprevioussayingsif theyaretakento proveIjma alUmmah,because
Ijma
al Unimahassumesthat theummahwill alwaysagreeon good,Whereas theseahadithindicatethat
some
partsof theUmmahwill go astray.Therecannotbe contradictionsin therevelation,thusIjma al
Ummah
canhaveno valueas a sourceforHukm Shari’.

\~~J~ien

Ijma al Mujtahideenis definedas aunanimousagreementof theMujtahideen(thosewho exerttheir
efforts to extracttherules)of theMuslim communityof anyperiodafter theMessenger(SAW).

Theproponentsof Ijmaal MujtahideenhaveqsedthesameD~leelwhichis usedforljrnaalUmmh but
restrictedit to theScholars.Thusthe sameargumentsapplyto Ijmaa

S consequenceit hasnovalueasa sourceof Hukm Shari’.

1Mad~
The scholarswhousethis typeof Ijma haverestrictedit to thepeopleof Madina.Theybasetheir
opinion
on thehadithof theMessenger(SAW):

‘The Madina_citycleansesall Khaba lth’ {Bukhari, Muslim}
-

Thesescholarsalsoclaim that Khabathmeansmistakesandin this casethehadithwould alsoindicate
thatits peoplearefree frommistakes.Sincethepeopleare freefrommistakes,it follows thattheir ijma
is
consideredvalid.

Thecompletetext ofthe hadithismentionedin Bukhari andMuslim.

It relatesthata bedouingavethepledgeof Islam to theMessenger(SAW), hethenbecamesick and
said:



‘0 Prophet(SAW) freeme from theallegianceI gaveto you. TheMessenger(SAW) rejected.theman
thenaskedagainandtheMessenger(SAW) rejected,sobeleft theMessenger(SAW) andbecamewell.
TheMessenger(SAW) : ‘The city of Madinais like thebellows.It cleansesfilth andit goodnesswill
shine.’ {Bukhari,Muslim, Ahmed}

Debate

usethereis no rewardin this.An1 istakEjn Ijtihad cannotbeconsideredasKha~g~h(filth) beca
~aSh
hasI?eenforbi4denby theMessenger(SAW) inthe following sayings:

‘The price(moneyobtainedfromselling) of a dog is Khabaith(Filth).’ {Muslim}

‘Themoneytakenfor zinaofa whoreorprostituteis Khabaith(filthy).’ {Bukhari,Muslim.}

‘Alcohol is themotherof all Khabaith(Filth). {An Nisai.}

However,with thecaseof a mujtahid, evenif heerredandmadeanerrorhewouldberewarded.

TheMessenger(SAW) said:. ‘My Ummahis notresponsiblefor threethings,mistakes,forgetfulnessandwhatis doneunderduress.’
{Ibn Maja]

as ap erroran~aa~:~ ~ asatojustify this sort
sourceof Hukm Shari’.

4a~ElulBE~7

SomescholarshaveconfmedIjmato thehouseholdof theMessenger(SAW). In supportoftheir
argument,theyreferto thefollowing evidence:[TMQ al Ahzab :32-33]

“0 wivesof theProphet!Youarenot like anyotherwomen.If you keepyour duty,thenbenotsoft in
speech,lesthe inwhoseheartis a diseaseshouldbemovedwith desire,butspeakin anhonourable
manner.”

“And stayin your houses,anddo notdisplayyourselveslike that of thetimesof ignorance,andoffer
prayersperfectlyandgive zakatandobeyAllah andhis Messenger.Allah wishesonly to removeAr
Rijs from you,o membersof thefamily (of theProphet)andto purify you with a thorough
purification.”

Theproponentsof this typeofIjma andotherscholarshavesaidthatwhenthis Versewasrevealed,The
Messenger(SAW) tookhis cloakandcoveredImam Au (RA), Hussien,HassanandFatima(May Allah
be pleasedwith them) andsaid:‘thesearemy household.’

Also, The Scholarshavebackedtheir argumentfrom theSunnahwith thesayingof theMessenger
(SAW):

‘I amleavingyoutwo valuablethings(al Thaqalayn),thebookofAllah andmy (Utra) family. If you
abideby themyou will nevergo astray.’

In anothernarration

‘FearAllah whendealingwith my family (repeated3 times).’ {Tirmidhi, Ahmed}

Thus,the claim is madethatAllah (SWT)haslifted ar Rijs from thefamily oftheMessenger(SAW)
and



that a~Rii~j~~smifl . According to their argument,Ahlul bait are infallible,andthustheir Ijma is

legitimatesourceof Shari’ah.

Debate

Otherscholars,in responseto theversein surahalAhzab,commentthat themeaningis notQatai
(decisive)andthat theversewasrevealedin regardsto thewives ofthe Messenger(SAW) aswell.

The wordar-Rijsmentionedin theversemeanslifting of suspicionor dishonçstyandnotmistake.The
wordar-njshasbeenmentionedin manyversesunderthemeaningof moral impuntiessuchas:

“Th~jjsc4rl+ah-tys-thj&(Shmne)uponthosewho believenot.” [TMQ Al Anam: 125]

and

“It is not for anysoulto believeexceptby thepermissionof Allah. HehassetRijs (uncleanness)upon
thosewho haveno sense.”[TMQ Yusuf:1001

ThesescholarssaythatRijs, in theseandmanyotherplacesin theQuranictext,denotesmoral
impurities.
Removingtherijs doesnot in anywaymeanthat theyare infallible.

As for theHadith,which narratedthatthe Messenger(SAW) covered,with hiscloak,Imain Ali, Fatima,
HassanandHussain(MayAllah bepleasedwithall ofthem) andthensaidthesearemy family, it is by
no
meansa restrictionon his family asbackedby thefollowingnarration:

‘Hussein(RA) saidto Zaid (RA) , ‘0 Zaidwho arehis (SAW)’s family ? Are theynothis (SAW) ‘s
wives
?‘ Hesaid,‘Yes his (SAW)’s wives arehis family, buthis family arethosewho havebeenexcludedfrom
acceptingSadaqah(charity).’
Soheinquired,’Whoarethey?’Zaid said, ‘they are theFamily ofAli, the family of aqil,thefamily of
Jaafer.’Husseinthenasked,‘Have all of thesepeoplebeenexcludedfrom acceptingSadaqah?’And he
replied, ‘Yes.’

It shouldbe notedthatImamAli, Hassan,Hussain,andFatima( May Allah bepleasedwith them) all
fall
in thegenerationof the Companionssotheycouldhavehearda narrationfrom theMessenger(SAW)
andactedaccordingto it butwhosewording neverreachedus. By Ijma WemeanthatAfter the
Messenger(SAW) thecompanionscollectivelydid somethingwhichapparentlycontradictsa hadith
and
nooneobjected,e.g. If all the companionsagreedandImamAli (RA) disagreedit would notbe
consideredIjma.But anyImamafter this generationdid notseethe Messenger(SAW) nor couldhave
hearda Hadithdirectly from themMessenger(Saw)soit cannotbe saidthattheir Ijma is binding.

Lesson:

Thereare Scholarlydifferencesin the issuesof which Ijmais theStrongest.EachSchoolhasit
legitimate
pointof view andevidenceswhichshouldbetakenby convictionandnot emotionalarguments.These
differenceslie outsidetheareaof Itiqad(belief)whichcanonly betakenby definitetextanddefinite
meaning.

Ijma as-Sahaba

Usooli Definition

It is theagreementorconsensusof thecompanionsof theMessenger(SAW) of a ruleaboutaparticular



incidentthat therule is a divine ruleafterthedeathof theMessenger(SAW).

This agreementmusthavebeenbaseduponsometeachingof theMessenger(SAW) of which theyall
knew,butwhich did notreachusdirectly in theform ofHadith.Therefore,Ijma as-Sahabahis an
indicationof the Sunnahitself

An exampleof Ijma as-Sahabahis thepriority which mustbegivento theappointmentof a Khalifahfor
the Muslims.TheSunnahof theMessenger(SAW) informsus thatthe deadmustbeburiedquickly and
it is forbiddenfor thoseresponsibleforburial to delaythe burial on accountof otherthings.Yetwhen
the
Messenger(SAW) died,theCompanionsdelayedhis (SAW) burial until aftertheyhadselecteda
khalifah
from amongthemselves.Theunanimousagreementofthe Sahabah(RAA) (includingImamAli (RA)
eventhoughbethoughtbewasthemosteligible) regardingthis actionis a Daleelforus about
appointing
theKhalifahfor Muslims,Evenmorevital thantheburial of theMessenger(SAW) himself

ImamAli (RA) says:

‘The peoplemadethepledgeto mewhattheypledgedto Abu-Bakr,Umar andUthman.Thosepresent
hadno choiceandtheabsentcouldnotdeny.Thechoicebelongsto the AnsarandMuhajireen,If they
agreeon a manandnamedhimImam.Thiswill bepleasingto Allah, but if hedigressesfrom the right
wayby confutingthemor introducingunacceptableinnovarions,thenthey will advisehimto come
backto theright way. If herefuses,thentheywill fighthim beforehe could follow otherthanthe way
of
thebelievers.’{Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, SharNahj Al-Bulagha, Vol 3 pg.7}

Lesson:

Thismattershouldbediscussedon a scholarlylevel. It is not for ignorantpeopleto useasanexcuseto
fight andkill eachother,nor is it for themto pronouncetakfir on eachother.It shouldbesettled
following
theevidencesandtheetiquettesof differenceof opinion. ImamAli (RA) andtheother3 Khulafadid
not
abuseeachothernorsanctionedsuchactions.The examplescanbeseenwhenAbuHanifadebatedwith
ImamJafaras Sadiq,whosemotherwasthegranddaughterof Abu Bakr (RA), andAbu Hanifa
declared:
‘The mostknowledgeablepersonis theone who is mostknowledgeableof their differences’,referring
to
ImamJafar.

DaleelIndicating theAuthorityof Ijma as-Sahaba

The Sahabah(RAA) werethe groupwho hadthebestaccessto therevelationandweremostmindful of
holding fastto therevelationin their actions.

TheirIjma is a proof for thefollowing 2 reasons:

Allah (SWT) in thefollowing versepraisesthemasa community:

“The Vanguard(of Islam)-thefirst ofthosewho forsook(theirhomes)andthosewho gavethemaid
(theMuhajireenandtheAnsar)andalsothosewho follow them in gooddeeds,Allah is pleasedwith
themandtheywith Allah. And Allah hasmadereadywith themgardensunderneathwhich rivers flow
andthatwill betheir abodeforevereternally,this their supremetriumph.” [Th’IQAl Tawba:100]

This complementis givento the Sahabahfor the solereasonofhaving beentheSahabah(RAA).
However,thecomplimentfor othersis dueto thefactthat theyfollowedthefootstepsof theSahabah
(RAA). Thefollowersarenot complimentedbut for following theSahabah(RAA).



Therefore,it canbeconcludedthat themeaningof theverseis confmedto theSahabah(RAA) only.
Any
group ofpeoplewhomAllah (SWT) complementsin sucha manner,thetruthfulnessof whattheyagree
uponis affirmed.

Doubt in the trustworthinessof the Sahabahleadsto doubtin Islam.The Sahabah(RAA) werethe
generatio~iii~rtrai:ismittedtheQur’an andnarratedFi~&th.our entireDeenwasconveyedto usthrough
thevehicleof this group.Thisgroupwasthemeansby which Allah (SWT)chosetheQur’anto be
compiledandpreserved.Allah (SWT)haspromisedto preservethis scripturethroughthem.

r “Falsehoodcannotcomeat it frombeforeit or from behindit. It is arevelationfrom theWise,the
ownerof Praise.”[TMQ Al Fussilat: 42]

Theimportantpoint to rememberis that Ijma as-Sahabahis notthe personalopinionof the
Companionson anytechnicalissue.Rather,it is theiragreementon specificthingswithregardto its
rule in Islam,i.e. an agreementona shai’ issue.

The Sahabahas a group wouldnotagreethatacertainthing is Islamicallypermittedor forbidden
withoutknowingwhetherthatactionwasapprovedor disapprovedby theMessenger(SAW). However,
theHadith in this regardis notnarratedto us,insteadits rule is conveyedby the totalagreementof the
Sahabah(RAA). TheScholarsarein agreementthat Ijmais abindingproof

S
,rEventhe Scholarswho takeIjma ahlul Madina,Ijma ahlul Bait, Ijma al Ummah,Ijma alMujtahideen

~- implicitly includeijma as-Sahabah,Howevertheymay differ on who fits thedescriptionofa Sahabi.

Note : No oneamongsttheprominentScholarsof all schoolsof thoughtdiffer abouttheauthenticityof
theMushaf(Qu?an)compiledby Mutawatirtransmissionnor claim thatsomeof it missing.

The following is the opinionof oneof thegreatestShiite scholarsImamal Khui,who saysin his
interpretation,Al Bayan,pg. 259:

‘Basedonwhatwehavementioned,It is obviousto thereaderthat the talksaboutslantingoftheQuran
arenothingbut superstitiouskindsof talksandno onebelievesin themunlesshe/shehasa weaknessin
his/hermindor he/shedid not look into theQurandeeplyandjustly. Hewho seeksanswersin the
qur’anwill neverbelievethosetalks.Thosewho believeandtalk aboutslantingareamongthosewho
love totalk aboutthat subjectandthe love of somethingmight leadtoblindnessanddeafhesstoward
thetruth.However,thejust, rationalpersonwho is in commandof himselfwill nothaveanydoubt
aboutthefalsehoodandthesuperstitionof suchtalks.’

Definition of Sahabi

S
IbnKathir, ImamSayuti,ImamNawawi saythat SaedbinMusayesb(RA)saidSahabiis:

A Muslim who lived with theMessenger(SAW) for 1 or 2 yearsorparticipatedin 1 or2 ghazwaat
(military expeditionsled by theMessenger(SAW)).

OtherScholarshavetheirown definitionsandevidencesto supportthem. It shouldbenotedthat the
differenceis notover whetherIjma asSahabahis a definite evidencebut overthedefinitionofa
sahabi.


