Qiyasasa Sourceof Hukm Shar'i

Fromthe SheffieldSchoolof Shar’iah

(Showsone ofthe wayshow Islamis relevantfor all time)

Meaningof Qiyasin Arabic Language:
Measurement/Analogy

Definition in Usooli Tenninology:
Qiyasrefersanewmatterto the root ofthe old mattebecausdahey sharethesameDivine reasonn
orderto ascertairthe rule
for the new matter.
ThereforeQiyasasjuristic terminthe extensionofa Shar'iruling froman original caséo anewcase

dueto asimilardivine
underlyingreason.

e.g.
“0 you who haveattainedto faith! Whenthecall to prayeris soundeaen the Junirnah(congregation),
hasterto the

remembrancef Allah,andleaveall worldly commerce thisis for yourown good, If you butnewit.

Andwhenthe
prayeris endeddispersdreely onthe earthandseekto obtain Allah’s bounty;but remembeAllah

often, sothatyou
attainto a happystate!” [TMQ Al Jummah9-10]

Theversementionsthat,whenthecall to prayeris given,one shouldleaveall worldly commerce.The
versedoesn'tmentionto
stopsuchthingsaseating,sleepingswimming, attendinglectures playing on segamegadriveetc...
Theversehowevemmentionghat whenthe prayeris over, disperseandseekAllah’s bounty. This
indicateghatthereis a
reasoro leavecommercethereasorbeingthat we will be preoccupiedndwill forgetprayer.
Theapplicationof giyasfor this examplewould be for anyactivity be it commerce.

Rootof old matter- buying & selling

Divine Rule- Haramduring Jummaprayer

Divine Reason Keepyou preoccupied

Newmatter- swimming

Apply Qiyas:

Doesthe newmattersharethe samedivine reason?f yes, thenit hasthesamerule. Sinceswimming
keepyou preoccupied
duringjummaprayeitit is prohibitedduring this time. Thesameappliesto all otheractivities.

NB. Root (Asl) isthe incidentwhoserule is mentionedn averse hadithorijma.



Thedaleelis the QuranandSunnahsincegiyasis beingdoneon the basisof a verseor Hadith. Whena
text mentionsa divine

reasorfor arule, extendinghis rule to anyotherissuehaving the sameaeasons consideredanother
applicationfor the text of

the verseor Hadith.

Themasteof Qiyas wasimamAbu Hanifa,known famouslya Imamahlul rai i.e. Imamof the
intellectualpeopleor Imam of
the peopleof opinion.

Someofthe Za.hiri Schooldo notcall the aboveproces®iyas butljtihad.

Therearespecificguide-lineandrequiremenfor Qiyasin usul alfigh. One suchguide-lineis thatthere
shouldbeno exiting
ruling from the Qur'an, Sunnahandljma as Sahabalfor the case.

e.g.
Doesawomanhaveto removethe nail polishbeforeperformingWwudu?

Somepeopleclaim that Shedoesnot haveto removenail polishin orderto performwudu,andthey
justify it by mis-applying
giyas onthe performanceof Mas-ar‘( wiping overthe socks).

Qiyas cannotbe appliedin this situationbecausehe Verseregardingwuduexplicitly ordersto washall
partsof the hands.

Polishpreventswvaterfrom reachingthenail. Qiyas cannotbe appliedherebecausethe text about
wiping oversocksis not

presentedvith a divine reasonhencecannotbe extendedo otherthings.Also wuduis partoflbadat
(ritual act) which are

takerexplicitly from thetext).

Someofthe Requirement®f QiyasAre:
The originalruling hasto betakerfrom Qur'an, Sunnah)jmaas Sahabdnotfrom anothergiyas).

Thetextmust containthejustificationfor the ruling (i.e. divine reason,we cannotuseour intellectto
assumereason.



