
Qiyasasa Sourceof Hukm Shar’i

FromtheSheffieldSchoolof Shar’iah

(Showsoneofthewayshow Islam is relevantfor all time)

Meaningof Qiyasin Arabic Language:

Measurement/Analogy

Definition in UsooliTenninology:

Qiyasrefersanewmatterto theroot oftheold matterbecausetheysharethesameDivine reasonin
orderto ascertainthe rule
for thenew matter.

ThereforeQiyasasjuristic termin theextensionofa Shar’i ruling froman original caseto a newcase
dueto a similardivine
underlyingreason.

e.g.

“0 you who haveattainedto faith! Whenthecall to prayeris soundedon theJunirnah(congregation),
hastento the
remembranceof Allah,and leaveall worldly commerce: this is for yourown good,If you butnewit.
Andwhenthe
prayeris ended,dispersefreely ontheearthandseekto obtain Allah’s bounty;but rememberAllah
often, sothatyou
attainto a happystate!” [TMQ Al Jummah:9-10]

Theversementionsthat,whenthecall to prayeris given,one shouldleaveall worldly commerce.The
versedoesn’tmentionto
stopsuchthingsaseating,sleeping,swimming,attendinglectures,playing on segamegadriveetc...

Theversehowevermentionsthatwhentheprayeris over,disperseandseekAllah’s bounty.This
indicatesthatthereis a
reasonto leavecommerce.thereasonbeingthat wewill be preoccupiedandwill forgetprayer.

Theapplicationof qiyasfor this examplewould befor anyactivity be it commerce.

Rootof old matter= buying & selling

Divine Rule= HaramduringJummaprayer

Divine Reason= Keepyou preoccupied

Newmatter= swimming

Apply Qiyas:

Doesthenewmattersharethesamedivine reason?If yes,thenit hasthesamerule. Sinceswimming
keepyou preoccupied
duringjummaprayerit is prohibitedduring this time. Thesameappliesto all otheractivities.

NB. Root (AsI) isthe incidentwhoserule is mentionedin a verse,hadithor ijma.



Thedaleelis theQur’anandSunnahsinceqiyasis beingdoneon thebasisof a verseor Hadith.Whena
text mentionsa divine
reasonfor a rule, extendingthis rule to anyotherissuehaving thesamereasonis consideredanother
applicationfor thetext of
the verseorHadith.

Themasterof Qiyas wasImamAbu Hanifa,knownfamouslya Imamahlul rai i.e. Imamof the
intellectualpeopleor Imamof
thepeopleof opinion.

SomeoftheZa.hiri Schooldo notcall theaboveprocessQiyas butIjtihad.

Therearespecificguide-lineandrequirementfor Qiyas inusul al fiqh. Onesuchguide-lineis that there
shouldbeno exiting
ruling from the Qur’an, SunnahandIjma as Sahabahfor thecase.

e.g.

Doesawomanhaveto removethe nail polishbeforeperformingWudu?

Somepeopleclaim thatShedoesnot haveto removenail polishin orderto performwudu,andthey
justify it by mis-applying
qiyas ontheperformanceof Mas-ah( wiping overthe socks).

Qiyas cannotbeappliedin this situationbecausetheVerseregardingwuduexplicitly ordersto washall
partsof thehands.
Polishpreventswaterfrom reachingthenail. Qiyas cannotbeappliedherebecause,thetext about
wiping oversocksis not
presentedwith a divine reason,hencecannotbeextendedto otherthings.Also wuduis partofIbadat
(ritual act)which are
takenexplicitly from thetext).

SomeoftheRequirementsof QiyasAre:

The originalruling has to betakenfrom Qur’an, Sunnah,Ijmaas Sahaba(notfrom anotherqiyas).

Thetextmustcontainthejustificationfor the ruling (i.e. divine reason,wecannotuseour intellectto
assumea reason.

.


