Is man born with an inherent belief in Allah (sw)?

I's man born with an inherent belief in Allah (sw)? Is the existence
of Allah (sw) self-evident? |Is the state of disbelief parallel to
human nature? If man were |l eft alone, w thout external influences,
woul d he reach Islan? |Is the creed of |slam based on human nat ure?

In a fambus Hadeeth our bel oved nessenger (saws) said: a€okvery child
is born upon the pure fitra, it is only his parents that later turn
himinto a Jew, a Christian, or a Magian (narrated by Sahih Mislimn

Man is created with certain self-inherent attributes such as sight,
and hearing, which is known as Fitra in Arabic; it is the creation of
man in a certain fashion to aid himperformcertain actions. So the
guestion that arises: Is man born into this world with a belief in
Allah (sw) as he is born to see and hear, or nust he use these

i nherently created attributes correctly to reach to a belief in Allah
(swt)? At first glance if we | ook at the ahadeeth (plural of Hadeeth)
and verses related to this topic; we can be lead to belief in an

i nherent belief in Allah (sw) within nanéd€} But if we gather nmany

evi dences together and closely study the evidences dealing with

this subject we will be lead to say that belief in Allah (sw) is not
self inherent, nor is it the nature of man upon which he is created
like sight and hearing. Rather Allah (sw) created man and created
within himthe ability to reach I maan through thinking and | earning.

The linguistic definition of Fitra is what is nmeant in the ahadith
and verses dealing with the issue at hand. So Allah (swt) created nman
and placed in himthe potential and ability to reach the truth if he
used the power and ability, which Allah (swt) created in him From
this we understand the statement of |naam As-Fahani when he states
that the Fitra of Allah (sw) is the power and ability to reach

I maan.

If we use the Hadith quoted above and placed it in its correct
context and gathered with it other evidences; then it will lead us to
the position that the belief in Allah (sw) is reached via Fitra.
Furthernmore those who push the view of a self-inherent created belief
in Allah (swt) seemto ignore the ending of the Hadeeth which states
if they were Muslins (parents) then the child is a Muslimthis
addition to the Hadith which is ignored by many, shows that just as
the child is influenced by his Christian, Jewi sh or Magi an parents
simlarly is the case with a child of Miuslimparents. In other words
the child is not is not inherently called a disbeliever or Miuslim
rather the ruling on the child is attached to his parents and not

i nherent, where the state of his/her parents apply on him her.

Ot herwi se how can a child be made a Muslimin accordance to his
parents if he was born already on the state of Islan? Based on this:
The belief of the child, whether Islamor Kufr, is not an origina
state but follows the state of his or her parents.

| mraam An-Nawawi in his exegesis of this Hadith as narrated in Saheeh
Muslins states and what is nore correct is that it neans that every
new born is born prepared to accept Islam so whoever parents are
Muslims or one of them continues upon Islamin the rulings of the
worl d and hereafter, and if his parents were disbelievers then its
rulings its rulings are inplemented upon himin this world.

On another note Imaam As-Shafi &€™says in his commentary of the
Hadi th as narrated by Abu- Abdur-Rahman Al -Baghdadi that Fitra in this
Hadi th neans the Fitra or inherent creation which Allah (sw) created



Hi s creation, that the child, if he does not clarify his belief on
his own account, will have no ruling for hinmself, but as explained
previously their ruling will be in accordance to their parents, if
Muslimthen the child will followin that ruling and if disbelief the
child will hold the ruling of a disbeliever in this world.

| mmam Al - Manawi in his own study of Fitra concludes And what occurs
is that man is inherently created to be strongly prepared to accept
I slam but he nust learn it.

Furthermore Allah (swt) says in the Koran “It is He Who brought you
forth fromthe wonbs of your nothers when ye knew nothing.” This
verse is general in it denotation, which negates the chance that the
child has any know edge what soever when he enters this world, and at
nost the child will have an inherent created ability through | earning
and striving to reach concl usi ons.

On the other hand the Christians debated this issue and John
Damascene who was canoni zed as a saint by Christian orthodoxy,

def ended the position that the know edge of Allahs (sw) existence is
i pl anted and created in man, he says in "An Exact Exposition of the
Othodox Faith": That there is a God, then, is no matter of doubt to
those who receive the Holy Scriptures, the Od Testanent, | nean, and
the New, nor indeed to nost of the Greeks. For, as we said, the

knowl edge of the existence of God is inplanted in us by nature. But
since the wi ckedness of the Evil One has prevailed so mightily

agai nst man's nature as even to drive sonme into denying the existence
of God, that npost foolish and woe-ful est pit of destruction (whose
folly David, revealer of the Divine nmeaning, exposed when he said,
The fool said in his heart, There is no God), so the disciples of the
Lord and Hi s Apostles, nade wise by the Holy Spirit and worKking
wonders in His power and grace, took themcaptive in the net of
mracles and drew them up out of the depths of ignorance to the |ight
of the know edge of God.

However | ater on the fanpus Thomas Aqui nas objected to the clains of
John Damascene stating: Therefore | say that this proposition, "God
exists," of itself is self-evident, for the predicate is the sane as
the subject, because God is H s own existence as will be hereafter
shown. Now because we do not know the essence of God, the proposition
is not self-evident to us; but needs to be denobnstrated by things
that are nore known to us, though |l ess known in their nature--nanely,
by effects.

Supposedly Thomas Aqui nas (1225-1274) canme under the inpact of

I sl ami ¢ teachi ngs when studying at the University of Naples, founded
by the Norman King Fredick Il of Sicily, who patronized Arab | earning
and had these teaching translated into Latin. Regardless of this,
despite affirm ng the use of reason by many Church fathers, orthodoxy
always affirmed the trinity of the Godhead, a stance that surely

di sagrees with correct reasoni ng and thinki ng.

To concl ude:

Man is created with a mind that differentiates himfrom ot her
creation, if he uses this mnd correctly, and if he strives and
learns he will surely reach Islam as |nmam An- Nawawi stated &€omvery
new born is born prepared to accept Islam So every new born is

i nherently created in a state prepared to accept Islamand in the
belief of a Creator but he nust use his mind to reach that

conclusion. It is this enlightened thought that will in turn solve



t he fundanmental question about man, life, and the universe and its
relationship with that, that cones before it and after it. When this
is solved then everything is then everything will followas it is the

basis which all thought and action will be built upon, and the first
step on the road to revival.



